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Tuz third meeting of the General: Conference was
called Mouday, February 20, at 10:00 dclock 4. M
Prayer was offered by Elder M. €. Wilcox.

The following additional delegates have arrived
and reported since those given in No. 11 of the Bur-
LETIN | —

A. F. Ballenger and J. H. Kellogg for the general
field, N. &. Washbond, of New York, H. L. Hoover,
. of Misgouri, D. T. Joneg, of California, and J, K. Gra-
ham of North Pacific Conference. -

- According to the program the meeting wag devoted
to reports from the District Superintendents. The
following reports were given: —

REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF DISTRICTS.
. NUMBER TWO, B. M. KILGORE, SUPERINTENDENT,
The Southern Digtrict i3 a field peculiar to itself

As migslonary territory it affords ample opportunity .

for most aggressive work, and offers to consecrated
men and Women an open door to *show forth the
praiseg of him who hath called them out of darkness
into his marvellous light.” We are moved and our
sympathies are stirred by the Macedonian cries for
help in foreign fields, and our hearts are especially
touched by the plaintive pleas for light we hear from
thoge in heathen darkness.

But what have we to say, and what are we doing
to answer the imperative demands made upon us
frorn the destitute mission fields within our own
borders — theloud calls at our doors? Can we excuse
ourselves if we permit these appeals which are
echoed and re-echoed in our ears year after year

from the milliong in our own land, to go unheeded
without more active and aggressive work on our
part? The Lord has spoken to us in regard to this
field, and especially concerning our duty to the
colored people. A few extracts will suffice, as
follows: —

 Gtod makes no distinetion between the North and the South.
He requires far more of his people than they bave given him in
missionary work among the people of the Bouth of all classes, and
espeeially among the colored race. Are we not under even, greater
obligation to labor for the colored people than for those who have
been highly favored ¢ Isthere not much more due them from the
white people? After so great & wrong has been done them,
should not an earnest effort be made to 1ift them wp? The fruth
must be earried to them, 'They have souls to save as well as we.
Bin rests npon us as a chureh beeause we have not made greater
effort for the salvation of souls among the colored people. Every
effort should be made to wipe ouf the terrible wrong which has
heen done them.

“ Let us do what we can to send to this class lazborers who will
work in Christ’s name, whe will not fail nor be discouraged. We
should educate colored men to be missionaries amopg their own
people. ‘We should recognize talent where it exists among that
people, and those who have abilify should be placed where they
may receive an education.

“White men and women should be qualifying themeselves to
work amopg the colored people. Thereis a large work to he done
in edneating this ignorant and down-trodden class,. We must do
more unselfish missionary work than we have done in the Scuthern
States, not picking out merely the most favorable fields.”

Now what are we doing® At present there is but
one ordained minister, and one licenged missionary
laboring among the colored millions of the South.
There is not a school where one of them can receive
any Bible instruction; and only one where even the
common branches are taught by our people. One of
our sisters, at Graysville, Tenn., bas opened the doors
of her home and is teaching a small class of colored
youth. We plead most earnestly that this Confer-
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ence take immediate action in regard to thiz matter.
We must do something toward educating workers to
labor among this people, and to provide facilities
whereby the children and youth of our colored breth-
ren and sisters may have equal advantages with
those of fairer complexion,

Among the white people of the South but little is
being done by ug in the line of education. At Grays-
ville, Tenn., Klder G. W. Colcord has Opened a
school with the grade of an academy. This school
has now an enrollment of sixty-five with a sitting of
fifty in atéendance. This, and two church schools,
one at Springville, Tenn., the other at Atlanta, Ga.,
constitufe all the educafional interests we have in
the district. Workers who can most effectually labor
in Southern fields and for Southern people, of both
races, must be educated and trained on Southern
soil. Many of the people are poor, and cannot send
their children to our more northern schools; while
those better sifuated prefer to accept of facilities nof
so good nearer home. Here is a most excellent op-
portunity for philanthropic men and women to be-
stow their charities in building much needed houses,
and aid in supporting teachers that the poor, as well
as those better situated, may be taught the things
pertaining to the kingdor of God.

. Where are the consecrated men and women who
will go forth as teachers, and enter these destitute
places as true missionaries of Christ? Where are
those of riper years, our good fathers and mothers in
Battle Creek and other large churches in the North-
ern States, who are willing to give up the comforts of
life, the more pleasant surroundings they are now
enjoying and locate in the towns and cities of the
South, kindle a fire and keep it burning on the altar
of thelr sacrifice till their work is done? How many

" there are whose lamps of spiritual life would revive
if they would go forth into these highways and
hedges as workers with Christ; thus co-operating
with the angel which ghall lighten the whole earth
with the glory of God.

Some arve deterred from going South by the spirit
of persecution against our brethren in West Tenne-
see. Shall persecution in one locality keep those
who are roade free in Christ from heralding liberty

and salvation to those who are ““all their lifetime
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not but met the foe drank the bitter cup, and died
at the hands of those he came to save. Shall we be
afraid to face these threatenings now, when we know
that in the brief future the fires of persecution will
be kindled all over the land ?

The real destitution of workers in this misgion
territory at our own door, will be better appreciated
when we state that Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and
the Cumberland Mission have each but one minister,

and in addition the latter has one licentiate; while
Louisiana and North Carolina are supplied by only
two licentiates in each. Mississippi and South Caro-
lina are without a living teacher. In the former
there are a few scattered believers, while in the lat-
ter there is not one, that we know of, who is ac-
quainted with the third angel’s message. We trust
that this Conference will take such action as will
provide the proper laborers for these destitute fields.

There are in this mission field forty Sabbath-
schools with a membership of 585. The Secretary,
Sister Hunt has done what she could to make effec- |
tive this branch of the cause. The scattered condi-
tion of these schools, the limited number of expe-
rienced workers connected with them, and ofher
reverses which have occurred in some parts of the
District, have retarded the progress of the Sabbath-
school interests in this part of the District.

The same is true in regard to the Tract Society.
And added to these the profracted, serious sickness,
and the recent death of our worthy and lamented
Secretary, Sister Lysle R. Giles, the work in this de-
partment is on the decline. Ifis not possible forus to-
make anything like a definite statement of the work-
ing of and results accomplished by, the Society.
Suffice it to say that the opportunities for missionary
efforts in the District. are abundant, and by proper
aggressive work good results will follow. It will
now be necessary that this body provide an efficient.
active Secretary for this mission field.

The canvassing work in the District presents a
very encouraging feature, when we consider all the
circumstances, The workers are meeting with fair
success. During the past year they have sold books
to the value of #35,000, The District agent will pre~
gent in detail the working in this branch of the
cause, and make a plea for more canvassers, which
we hope may receive favorable cons1deratmn by this
body.

The ministers have been fairly successful in their
efforts, all having gathered sowe fruit. Five churches
have been organized; others await organization, and a
nurmber of additions were made to the other churches.
All are of good courage in the Lord. Some of those
employed as colporters have not-mef with as much
success ag we had hoped; some of them have been

others have entered other branches of
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the work. We are confident, however, that the vx-
perienced faithful colporter will find a wide open
door for him to enter in this Southern field.

In the nine States composing this mission field,
there are four ministers; six licentiates; nineteen
churches with an aggregate of 447 members who
returned to the General Conference the past year
$3248.40 in tithes. Adding to the above four minis-
ters, eight churches, 150 members and $129240
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COMPAEATIVE STATEMENT TFoR DistTricr No. 2.
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tithes in the Tennessee River Conference, we Adventists throughout the world, and we could have

have in the District a total of fourteen laborers;
twenty-seven churches, 597 members, and $4537.80
tithes.

Above we give a comparative statement showing
the force employed, the standing and resources of
the Conference and Sabbath-school Association in
the District, for the past three years.

NUMEBER THREE, J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, SUPERINTENDENT.

District No. 3 is a very important part of the Gen-
eral Conference field, especially from the fact that,
since 1855, one of the states (Michigan) comprised in
the District has been the center of operation for the
work of the third angel’s message. It is true that at
the date above mentioned the results apparent
from the proclamation of the message wete exceed-
ingly small compared with the present proportions.
Your years later than that date —in the year 1859
—a “(ensral Conference ” was held here in Battle
Creek. The “ Bulletin ” of that Conference I hold
in ray hand. It was published in the form of a
thirty-two page tract, of small sized pages; but the
said tract, small ag it is, contains the * Conference
Address” delivered, one of the sermons preached,
and a full report of all the business proceedings —the
Iatter (report), being a little less matter than is found
on one page of this year’s BULLETIN.

In that Conference it was proposed to raise $500,
for the furtherance of the cause. Of this sum $175.17
was paid in cash. Pledges were made for $213,
leaving the $111.88 to be “solicited from absent
brethren by Brother White and others” Of this
$500 proposed to be raised $160 was to cancel a debt
for past expenditures. Small ag that sum may ap-
pear, it meant as much for the cause then as $20,000
now. I venture the assertion that, let the same
spirit of sacrifice which characterized the raising of
that money go through the ranks of Seventh-day

a guarter of a million to use in extending the truth
to the “regions beyond ” as easily ag we then raised
that $500. ‘

District No. 3 comprises the States of Michigan,
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. At the time of the
last Gleneral Conference I was urgently requested to
take the presidency of the Illinois Conference. At
the game time I was elected as Superintendent of
General Conference District No. 3, The work needed
in the Illinois Conference, and the Chicago mission,
has kept me from using more than one third of my
time outside of Illincis. Whether I have done jus-
tice to that Conference ¢r not, one thing is certain,
and has been fully demonstrated, in my case at
least, that a man cannot give proper attention to all
the interests of a General Conference District, and at
the same time be charged with the study and work-
ing out of the perplexities of 'a State Conference
heavily loaded with interest-bearing debts.

On the part of the state of Michigan, I have ex-
cused myself from the field on the ground that this
Conference had on its state comunittee the president
of the General Conference — who wagalgo the former
superintendent of the district, and farther that all
the important institutions located in this state had
competent boards of management. I did not sup-
pose this state would suffer materially should I give
my attention more to those things in other parts of
the district that were liable to suffer loss if they did
not receive immediate attention. I have attended
none of the special meetings of the state of Michigan
except the last annual state camp-meeting, and con-
ference, held at Lansing., 1 attended a few meetings
with the churches at different points in the state, as
arranged by the president of the Conference.

In the statés of Ohio and Indiana I have attended
their two annual state conferences, and some of the
intervéning state quarterly meetings.
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None of us have the least grounds for self-lauda-
tion over the resulf of our labors, but rather for re-
gret of our darkness in not pushing on the work to
greater results, We praige the Lord that the cause
has made some very tangible advancement in Dis-
trict No. 3 since the last session of the General Con-
ference. Some of these features of “progress appear
in the tabulated statistics which accompany this re-
port. Ofthese I will give a brief summary. The
Present number of organized churches in the district
'is 264. The number of unorganized companies of
Babbath-keepers is 51. The whole number of Sab-
bath-keepers in the district is 9,549. This is only
an increase of nine charches in the district, and
there are thirteen less unorganized companies than
at the last report. There are, however, 1423 more
Sabbath-keepers in the churches and companies now
Teported than in the report made at the last General
Conference.

The amount of tithes paid in the District the last
year was $68,783.01, or an increase of 812,596.77
more than the annual tithe reported in 1890. There
hag also been a marked increase of the average tithe
per member. At last report the average was $6.614,
mow it is $8.04 per member. You will observe, how-
ever, in the table that there is quite a difference in
the average in the several states of the District, vary-
ing from $5.83 to $10.85 per member, The increase
in the average per member for the District is $1.423.

The yearly amount of first-day offerings paid by
* the District, as reported last Conference was $3,539.79.
Last year it was $4,360.69, being an increase of
$820.90, not representing, however, more than the
proportionate increase in the membership.

The annual (Christmas) offering reported at the
last Conference was $9,195.35. The offerings thus far
reported for 1892, is $12,525.38, being an increase of
$3,330.08.

The number of Sabbath-schools in the Dristrict in

1390 was 310, now it is 362. The number of mem-
bers in the Sabbath-schools of the District was then
7,872, now it is 9,255. The amount contributed for
foreign missions by the schools of the Disfrict, in the
year 1890 was $2,484.75. Last vear if was $5,535.14,
more than double the amount confributed two years
ago.

The canvassing work in the district in 1890, was
carried on by 117 canvassers, who sold $68,693.70
worth of books. This was an average of $576.28 of
gales per canvasser. The last year there were 161
canvassers in the field, who sold $131,817.96 worth
of books, being an average of $812.16 per canvasser.

The spiritual progress of the work in the district
was indicated by a marked increase of the attend-
ance of our people at the camp-meetings held in the
district. These five camp-meetings were composed
of 790 tents, in which 5323 persons were encamped.
The. business meetings of the four annual camp-
meetings in the four States were conducted with
guch dispatch that most of the time could be de-
voted to the study of the word, and the spiritual
iuterests of those assembled. The Lord drew near
to hiz people. Meetings in which there was so
marked a presence of the Holy Spirit have nof
been koown among Adventists since 1844. The
meebing held at Tansing, Mich., with its 379 tents
and about 3000 campers —the largest camp-meet-
ing ever held hy this people—seemed fo he es-
pecially marked as the beginning of the outpouring
of the Spirit of God upon his people in Michigan.

Ag to the present situation and wants of the canse -
in the district I will say a few words. IHere in Battle
Creek additional facilities have been provided for
the care of students at the College I ome. Theseare
however when we speak of

of minor consequence,
the improved methods in teaching which have been
more fully ecarried out in the College since the

“Normal Institute,” held at “ Harbor 8prings” dur-
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ing the sumamer of 1891. "The erection, in Battle
Creek, of homes for the orphans, and for aged per-
sons, which are under advisement and in progress of
construction, will undoubtedly be set before us by
those especially connected with those enterprises.
Your attention has also been called By the educational
gecretary to the needed addition to the Battle Creek

. College, in order to facilitate the training of Bible
workers.

In the State of Ohio the Lord especially blessed
in the camp-meeting held the last summer in the
city of Cleveland. Our people have been especially
admonished by the Testimonies concerning the work
to be done in the city. The Providence of God has
opened the way for the Ohio Conference to secure, in
that city, a good church building and land on which
to erect another building, thus establishing a head-
guarters for the work there. Thus the Lord blesses
the efforts of his people as they move out in the di-
rection he had indicated. Should the Mt. Vernon
Sanitarium be turned into an Academy, in which
our youth in that State could receive instruction,
we trust our people in Ohio would, in turn, be re-
lieved of some of the perplexities they have had in
the past. :

In Indiana we are glad to report improvement
and marked progress not only in the raising up of new
companies of believers, but also a growth in grace in
the members of the older churches. The plan has
been followed in that State, of holding State quarter-
ly meetings from church to church,in different parts
of the State. This has been a great encouragement
to the churches in such places and vicinity. Indi-
ana seems to be about as well prepared for carrying
out such a plan ag any Conference in the District, as
‘they have in the State thirty-eight church buildings.
The last winter they havetaken considerable interest
in the preparation of Bible workers to enter impor-
tant points in the State. With the Lord’s blessing
we expect to see still greater progress in the cause in
Indiana. '

In ITllinois we are happy to report that success has
attended the effort to relieve the caunse from the
financial embarrassment; not only has provision
been made to meet the interest on the heavy debt
resting on the Conference; but there has been some
reduction of the debt itself. If the present contem-
plated plans of furning over the Chicago property
for the medical missionary work in that city be
carried out it will greatly lighten the heavy financial

burden which has rested on the Illinois Conference.’

The Bible training school held in Chicago during
the three months just past, was a decided success.
The school opened with double the number of stu-
dents of the last year, and maintained a like interest
to the close of the school. The running of the school

and management of the home for the past eighteen
months has enabled us to clear a debt that was upon
the school, and to make some much needed repairs -
on the house and furnishings, without any increase
of the debt. ' !
Chicago, just now, is a very important point for
labor. Our Bible workers in that city have met with
zood success, and almost every week persons are
taking their stand to obey the truth. Sabbath meet-
ings are now maintained at five different places in
the city. More than one third of the Sabbath-keep-
ers in the Illinois Conference are in the city of Chi-
cago. The Bible work in the city is conducted in
several languages, the English, Danish, Norwegian,
Swedish, and the German. There are many Chi-

_nese in Chicago, and the providence of the Lord in-

dicates an opening for the establishment of a school
in that city for their instruction in Bible truth.

There are personson the ground who have already
had experience in teaching the Chinese, and who are
ready to continue in that line of work under the di-
rection of the General Conference, if $his body so de-
cide. T trust a move will be made by this Confer-
ence tn that direction.

May the Lord guide in all the plans for Districh
No. 8, and for the whole world.

NUMBER FIVE, R. A, UNDERWOQOD; SUPERINTENDENT,

"ince the last Genéral Conference I have spent
most of my time in the District to which I was then
assigned. I am happy to report that there are visi-
ble signs of progress in nearly all lines of work in
District No. 5. Yet not what it might have been
had all realized their responsibilities.

Arkansas— It will be remembered that the last
General Conference recommended that Elder C. Mc-
Reynolds go to the State of Arkansag and take the
presidency of that Conference. There were in that
Conference only 266 Sabbath-keepers in 1891, The .
Conference and Tract Society were badly in debt,
and the membership was generally poor and very
much discouraged. The General Conference had
been obliged largely to support the laborersin the
State for some time. '

It was thought that Arkansas could not support-a
State canvassing agent, therefore an arrangement
was made between the General Conference Commit-
tee, Arkansas, and Kansas so that the latter took
charge of the canvassing work in Arkansas at the
same time.

In company with Elder C. Mc Reynolds and N. P,
Dixon, I attended the first general meeting held inthe
State after Elder McReynolds reached his field of
labor. From this point new hope and courage be-
gan to revive. Althongh Arkansas in some respects
is a hard field of labor, yet there has been no State

p
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in the Distriect where greater results have followed
faithful labor than in this State. In one year from
that time, the Conference had paid off most of its
debt and was ready to take charge of the canvassing
work, and also able to support ifs laborers, thus re-
lieving the Gteneral Conference of the burden which
it had borne for some years.

The Lord has blessed the canvassing work, not
only in the circulation of the truth and in the con-
version of souls, but also In developing a spirit of
labor in the Conference. For the yzar ending June
30, 1891, Arkansas sold $500.00 worth of books. For
the year ending June 30, 1892, she sold $12,995.00
worth of books. The number of Sabbath-keepers
has nearly doubled. Since last August over seventy-
five have accepted the truth. Several brethren in
the State have entered the ministry, yet there are
many more calls for labor than they can possibly
supply, and they are unable to support all they might
set at work,

Oklahoma and Fndian Territories—At the last Gen-
eral Conference it was recommended that the Confer-
ence Committee open the work in Oklahoma and
Indian Territories as soon as help could be furnished
for that fleld. In the fall of 1891 T spent five weeks
in these Territories, looking up the needs of the field
and holding as many meetings as I could at the same
time. I held one short series of meefings near Nor-
man, Oklahoma, and one at Elk, Tndian Territory.
Several accepted the truth and others became inter-
ested. I baptized eight during my stay in the Terri-
tories. Since that time Hlder Brock has held a series
of meetings and organized a church at both of the

above points.

Tast March the General Conference
appointed Hlder R. H. Brock, of Kangas to labor in
that field. He was assisted during the tent season
by Elder Page. Fight churches have already been
organized, with a total membership of 184, There
are six or eight more unorganized companies num-
bering from six to twelve, besides isolated Sabbath-
keepers scattered all over the field. Four of these
churches are Germans, with a membership of 75, or-
organized by Hlder Schultz. The English-§peaking
Sabbath-keepers number 150, making the total num-
ber at present 225 in this new field.

During the tent season meetings were held at Nor-
man, Oakland City and Edmond. Af the laiter
place a successful camp-meeting was held Oct. 4-11,
which was a great blessing to the work in this new
field. The churches were organized after the camp-
meeting, late in the fall, or in December, so that not
a great amount of tithes have been paid asyet.

Elder Brock reports having received up to Jan. 1,
1893 from the field, in tithes and offerings, $230.24.
The General Conference has already placed W. M.

Committee

Crothers as a general canvassing agent in the field.
He reports ten canvassers already at work, with
good success. If the work continues as already
begun, doubtless a Conference will be organized be-
fore another General Conference shall convene. This
Conference should send more ministerial help to that
field.

There i8 a wide field of labor in these Territories -

for substantial men and women of consecration to
serve the cause in assisting in building up churches,
and educating the people by example as well as by
precept. They need to be taught how to live. In the
last Review Sister White speaks of this kind of labor
in Australia and the Colonies as follows: —

“What a great amount of good might be done if some of our
brethren and sisters from America would come to these Colonies
as fruif-growers, farmers, or merchants, and in the fear and love of
God, would seek fo win souls to the truth. If such families
were consecrated to God, he would wse them as his agenmts. Min-
isters have their place and their work, but there are scores that
the ministers cannot reach, who might be reached by families who
could visit with the pecple and impress upon them the truth for
these last days. In their domestic or business relations they could
come in contact. with a class who are inaccessible to the mivister,
and they could open to them the treasures of the {ruth gnd impari
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done in this'line of missionary work.”

I hope that there will be a response to this call
from a far off land, but there are those who could
not go fo a distant field who could go to Oklahoma
and other fields nearer home, a,nd be a blesging to
the canse in many ways.

Missouri— Last May, Elder B. 8. Donnell was
called to the Upper Columbia Conference. Hlder

N. W. Allee was called to labor in the Minnesota
This left the Missonri Conference and

Conference.
Tract Society with no Presidents. Elder W. 8. Hyatt
of Texas was called to take the presidency of the
Missouri Conference.

St. Louis and Kansas City are important fields,
and I am glad to report that the churches at these
points are having a healthy growth, and are in a
much better condition than they were at the time of
the last General Conference. The revival work al-
ready begun by Hlders Donnell and Allee has been
carried forward by Elder Hyatt and others in the
Conference, with many encouraging results. Con-
siderable more labor is being done in the Conference
than formerly, and guite an increase is seen in the
tithes, especially in the lagt three or four months.

Texas.— In addition to the removal of Elder Hyatt
from Texas, Elder W. A, Mc Cutcheon wasg called to
labor in District No. 2. To partiaily supply the
vacancy, J. A, Holbrook of the Upper Columbia
Conference was called to Texas. I have received
most encouraging reports from Texag this present
winter. One urgent need of that large field iz a

-
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school for the education of the large number of
young people in the Conference. The delegates from

- Texas bhave already called the attention of this Con-
ference to their needs in this respect, through the
Educational Secretary. I heartily approve of the
General Conference taking steps to establish a de-
nominational school in Texas.

Kansas~ The work in Kansas for some time in the
past, owing to the drought and a large emigration of
Sabbath-keepers out of the State, has made but Little

, gain in some respects, but at present the work pre-
gents a very encouraging outloock. The tithe has
increased nearly $2000 the past year. The large
debt the Conference owed to Union College is in a
fair way of being cancelled. This is partially due to
better crops in the State, but more is due to the
officers and laborers of the Conference, who haveset
before the churches their responsibility in sustaining
the cause of God by tithes and offerings.

Elder C. A. Hall, the president of the Kansas Con-
ference has labored for some time under the embar-
Tassment of poor health. At the last session of their
Conference he took the presidency of the Conference
with the understanding that he should be relieved
by this Conference sending a man to take his place.
In harmony with this, the Kansas Conference by
vote made a request to this Conference to sehid them
& man to take the Presidency of their Conference.
This request should be considered by this Con-
ference. ‘

Chlorado.— In company with Elder J. Palmer and
others T spent several weeks in Colorado Conference
lagt winter, The revival which began in Denver at
that time has continued more or less through the
year. The city of Denver presents a most encourag-
ing field of labor. Some difficulties that have stood
in the way of the prosperity of the work, to the
praise of God have been removed. Owing to sick-

Conference at Boulder this last fall, but have re-
ceived good reports from the work in that State.

General Remarks~— Since the last’ General Confer-
ence there have been fifteen camp-meetings held in
this District, four canvassing schools, besides several
institutes in the interests of the canvassing work, and -
one digtrict Biblical Institute which was attended
by nearly all the ministers, licentiates, and Bible
workers of the District. This was a very profit-
able season of spiritual refreshing to the laborers.
Churches and othets have been greatly benefitted as
a result. The camp-meetings the past season have
been especially marked with the power of God.
Many are beginning to feel the spirit of labor, ag not
in the past. .

NUMBER 81X, D. T, JONES, SUPERINTENDENT.

District No. 6 has an area in square miles about.
equal to that of District No. 1, 2, and 3 combined,
but its total population is about 1,000,000 less than.
the State of Illinois alone.

The district includes three local Conferences,—
California, North Pacific, and Upper Columbia, and
one mission field, Montana. Other fields, which are
properly raission fields, are included in the territory
of local Conferences, and the work in these fields 18
provided for by these Conferences. For example,
California has Utah and Arizona, and the North Pa-
cific Conference has the British Provinces adjoining
it on the North.

The total membership in the District is about 4,348,

divided as follows: California Conference, 2,500;

Upper Columbia Conference, 662 ; North Pacific Con-
ference, 1,050; Montana Mission fleld, 137.

The District has four ingtitutions of interest to the
public, - one publishing house, two colleges and a
ganitarium, One college, that at Walla Walla,
Washington, has been built and the school opened

mess, I was unable to attend the camp-meeting and since the last session of this Conference. Plans have
: & | = > 24 s !ﬁ = 54| 2
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#The discrepaney beiween this and the report of 1891 is doe to the emigration of between 200 and 300 Sabbath-keepers ont of the State.
+ Besides these there are abont one hundred isolated Sabbath-keepers, and unorganized companies.
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The above figures resch only to June 80, 1892, with the exception of Oklahoma and Tndian Territories, which reach to Jan. 1,1898. Also the

Aaborers indicated represent the number in the district at the close of 1892,
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been partially made for opening another sanitarinm
at Milton, Oregon,

Having now spoken of the field in a general way, we
will notice more particularly the condition and wants
of the several Conferenoes and institutions compos-
ing the District.

California.— The California Conference stands first
in the Digtrict in territorial area, membership, finan-
cial strength, the number of laborers kept in the

field, and for the number of public institutions with- -
The Conference has an Executive

in its borders.
Committee of seven, and the territory of the Confer-
ence proper is divided intosix districts, and a mem-
ber of the committee is placed in charge of each
digtrict, leaving the President free for general work.
Those in charge of districts have the oversight and
supervision of all liries of work, and of all laborers in
their respective districts.

During the past year one general and three local
camp-meetings have been held; bezides the Ministe-
rial Institute for the District, a health and texmper-
ance institute and two canvassers’ institutes, all of
which were productive of good results.

There is a total of sixty-eight laborers.in the Con-
ference, divided as follows :—

Ministers, sixteen ; licentiates, seven; Bible work-
ers, twenty-five; colporters, seven; directors, nine;
secretaries, four.

A foree of laborers was sent into Utah, and during
the entire tent season meetings were held both in
Salt Lake City and Ogden, with some results at each
place. A company has also been raised up and a
church organized at Pheenix, Arizona; and a num-
ber of other companies in California, and two in
Utah—one at Salt Lake, and one at Ogden. But the
California Conference labors to a great disadvantage
in handling the work in these fields, because of the
distance, Salt Lake City and Ogden being farther
from the center of their work than is Massachusetts
from Michigan. Yet they ave willing to do the best
for them they can until other provisions are made by
the General Conference,

Three schools for the Chinese have been estab-
lished during the past year, one in Fresno, one in
Stockton, and one in Ogden. The total attendance
is about thirty-four. The befter class of Chinese
have been brought into these schools. Charley Kim,
a cgonverted Chinaman, who is attending school at
Healdsburg to fit himself for a laborer, agsisted in
the school at Fresno during vaecation. The Bible
iz the principal text-book used. Wa hope for good
results from these schools.

The Conference also conteraplates starting schools
for both the Chinese and Japanese in San Franclsco
and Oakland, in the near future,

There are ﬁfty churches and companies of Sabbath-

keepers in the Conference. The present membership:
is 2600. About 200 have been bronght into the
truth during the year just past. The amount of
tithes for the last Conference year was $30,162.31;
First-day offerings, $1699.19; Christmas offerings for
the present year reported up to date, $3,901.49. This.
is nearly double what it was one year ago, Amount
of book sales, $35,000.00. This shows some falling
off from the precedmg year,

North Pacific.— The North Pacific Conference has
at present no public institutions of any kind within
its territory. Portland, Oregon, is an important cen—
ter for our work on the coast. People from all parts
of the country, and of many nationalities are repre-
sented here, Next fo San Francisco it i the most
important peint on the Pacific coast from which to
reach out to other countries. A head-quarters for
the North Pacific Conference should be established

_in Portland, which would be a credit to our work,

and would exert a proper iufluence not only in the-
city, but as far as the influence of the city extends..

During the year, one general capp-meeting and
two Jocal meétings have been held. The local meet-
ings were attended by FElder Haskell. The meeting
at Seattle was especially goed. Two canvassers’ insti—
tutes were also held in fthis Conference by Brother
Mead and the State agent, Brother Guthrie, with
good results.

The North Pacific Conference has twenty-three
laborers, since Elder J. M. Colé and wife were taken:
away for the South Sea Islands, divided ag follows :—

Ministers, six ; licentiates, three; Bible workers,
six ; colporters, one ; directors, four; secretaries, two;
and a BState canvassing agent. Beside these, there
were two other ordained ministers and one licentiate
laboring in the Conference during the summer.

The Conference has thirty-five organized churches,.
with a total membership of 1050. This shows an
increase of 105 during the past year.

The tithes for the last Conference year were $11-
189.56, and for the first three guarters of the present.
year about $8000.00. The Christmas offerings so far
ag reported amount to $1000,00.

The Conference has been doing something for the
British Provinces on ite northern border, which,
though In reality 2 mission field, has been consid-
ered a part of the Conference. Vietoria would be
a good headquarters for the work in the British
Possessions of the Northwest. There is already an
organized church there and they have a good meet--
ing house.

Prof. Sutherland spent several montha in this
Conference during the summer, in the interests of”
the educational work. The result iz that about.
thirty young people from that Conference are mow
in the Walla Walla College.

The Conference has .
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almost paid its entire contribution to the College.

Upper Columbia— The Upper Columbia Conference
has been in a fransition state during the past year.
A number of laborers have removed from the Con-
ference; Elder Andros went to Southern California,
Elder Beard removed from the Conference, Elder
Martin was sent to Montana, and Brother Wm. Hol-
brook to Texas. Elder Decker, the former Pregident
of the Conference, has bheen transferred to Illinois.
Elder W. W. Stewart and Brother D. E. Scoles, with
their wives, have been at the Sanitarium at Battle
Creek for several months, Elder R. 8. Donnell, in har-
rony with a recommendation of the General Confer-
ence Committee, removed to that field lastspring and
was elected President of.the Conference and Tract
Society at their annual camp-meeting in May.

Five ministers and five licentiates have labored in
the Conference during a part of the year; in addition
to these, there were two directors who labored a por-
tion of their time. These, with the secretary of the
Fract SBociety and State agent make a total of four-
teen laborers employed in the Conference.

Since the last camp-meeting, more than fifty have
been added to the membership. They have now
twenty churches, with a total membership of six
hundred and sixty-two.

The tithes paid in since June, amount to over
6,000 being an increase of $1,000 over the tithes
for the preceding year.
up to date, are $655.82,

Elder G. F. Haffner, a German minister, was
transferred from the North Pacific to the Upper
Columbia Conference last spring, and has been doing
an excellent work among the Germans, of whom
there are a large number in thiz fleld. The Confer-

ance haoa agargdbad Poatlan AllLawt ! D heigdiomani
THUE  1idd  wodl3nCa OI0uIel Sa0Ciy wuuamaauuc:u, a

Scandinavian, to attend the Scandinavian depart-
ment in Union College, and expects that he will
return at the close of the present school year, to
labor among the Scandipavians. On account of o
many removals an experienced minister should be
sent to this Conference.

Montane.— The mission field of Montana has had
the labors of Elder J. W. Watt, and until recently of
Brother E. R.-Williams and wife; Elder C. N. Martin
has also labored in that field since their camp-meet-
ing the first of last June. Some success has attended
the work there during the last two years. There are
now three organized churches with a membership of
gixty-four, five unorganized companies with a mem-
bership of forty-three, and thirty scattered Sabbath-
keepers, making a total of 137 in the State. The tithes
paid during the year 1892 amounted to $1035.10.
First-day offerings $49.29 ; Christrnas offerings $25.25..
The book sales for the past six months amount to
$1,320.

Christmas offerings reported

There have been some serious hinderanees -to the
work in Montana which with careful management
will no doubt scon pase away.

We understand that Brother Williamg and wife
have removed from Montana and as Elder Watt has
not thought it best-to take his family to that field he
now requests to be given work where he will not be
separated so far from them. At least one experienced
laborer should be sent to Montana.

Ingtitutions,— As the report of the eduncational sec-
retary entered so fully into the condition and work
of the colleges at Healdsburg and Walla Walla, it
will not be necessary to refer to them aga,m in
this report. :

The Pacific Press— The publishing house at Oak-
land is the most important of our institutions onthe
Pacific Coast. It does more to give credit and stand-
ing to the work there than any other. The last an-
nual report showed a fair profit for the year’s work,
and as business has been good during the present
year it is expected that the annual report for the
vear closing March 30, will also make a favorable
showing. The brethren and sisters in California have
stood by the institution in every emergency and have
used their means liberally in assisting it to establish

‘branch offices in New York and London.

Rural Health Retreat.~—"The Rural Health Retreat
has made a number of improvements during the
past year and is now better equipped for treating
the sick than it has ever been. Dr. W, H. Maxson
in now the medical superintendent; he is assisted in
the medical work by his wife, Dr. Hattie Mazson.
A training class was started in November last and
about forty have been in regular attendance. Be-
sides the regular work of the class, special attention

Leoo hone givam 4+ e abmder mC‘Hm-. Pilla gnd FasioT
a8 el giveil 1o the r.wuu_y O1 vil8 Dloie 800 Niissiofn

fields. The interest in the class has been excellent.
Instruction in hygienic cooking and physical culture
has also been added under the direction of Sister
Laura C. Bee, with good results. The physicians in
charge will speak at the proper time of their wants
in the line of medical help.

The © Signs of the Times.”—We can hardly close this
brief review of the work in District No. § without
referring to our pioneer missionary paper published
by the Pacific Press. The weekly circulation of the
Sagm; is now 12,000, bemg an increase of nearly 4,000
in the last six months The circulation of this paper
should be very mueh larger than it now is. The
General Conference Committee has taken an interest
in the] paper during the past two lyears and has
made some suggestions which have enabled the pub-
lishers to greatly improve it. What it now needs is
the agsistance of those who are interested in mois-
sionary work all over the field to secure for it a wider
eirculation.

N
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Following this, Brother A. R. Henry presented a
financial and statistical report of Union College,
which will appear in a later number of the Bur-
LETIN.

By request of Brother C. Eldridge, the following
 resolution was introduced diveetly, without first
being presented to the Committee on Resolu-
tiong: —

Whereas, Our Publishing Houses have been established for the
purpose of furnishing books, tracts, and periodicals for the use of
the denomination; and,—

Whereas, All prefits arising from such sales are used directly for
the promulgation of the third angel’s message; therefore, be it —

Resolved, That we give our moral support to the publishing in-
_stitutions, and also support them financially by dealing directly
with our pubiishing houses, providing the publishing houses will
furnish the books as cheap as they can be obtained elsewhere; and
request that the publishing bouses of the denomination make ar-
rangements With other houses outside of the denomination for the
books they do not publish, and to carry in stock such books as
may be needed.

Action upon the resolution presented was deferred
until the next meeting. )

Before adjournment Dr. Kellogg invited all the
delegates and ministers present, together with their

tn talrn Almnw 1y @oamdbnadrein Macna do<
Uy LAABNT ULLLABECL LLLC UaL\.LDdJLLLI.IJJ, J.LI.UDudJ_y,

Vv'iv UE,
February 21.
Meeting adjourned.

od
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
ASSQCIATION.

FIRST MEETING.

TEE first meeting of the fourth annual session of
the National Religious Liberty Association was held
Monday, February 20, at 3;00 o,clock p. M. Prayer
was offered by Hlder A. T. Jones.

Upon the roll-call by States it was found there
were 1556 members present, representing thirty States
and Territories. Following this the financial report
of the Association was presented : —

FINANCIAL REPORT.

From July I, I891 to Dec. 81, 189%.

DR,
Cash on hand July 1, 1891..,........... & 2t 18
Annual dues.. .. -, iiceeeeaan 4,238 00
Donations . ....coc ol iiiiiniaaaa 4,129 39
Memberships ...l 2,523 00
Sales of publications... ........... ..., 833 30
* Profits on periodieal subscriptions. ..., ... 22 49
“ Rellgious Liberty Library ™............ 207 75
Total e coiiiiiiieniirana, cerereaeiae.s $12,121 11

CR.
Chicago office...........vvuiiiiil.en 473 02
Refunded Canada members. ... .. .....:.. 15 00
Office expense (postage, stationery, ete.).. 2,050 33

General expense (expense of lecturers, litera-

ture, et ). o e e 3,205 01
King trial. . ..o vr ciiraicaarrerananns- 2,243 70
Booksforoffice. . .......o.oi il 8 11
Office fixtmres. .. ..o Ll 273 85
New Yorkoffice...............o L0 i4 08
Periodicals for office. .., ...iouiiiaon... 143 01
President’s expense {postage and stationery) 14 50
 Washington office.. ...... ... .ooiiie 437 20
Postage for secretary. .. ................ 2 00

. $3,884 86

Cash in treasury Dec. 31, 1892, . ............. $3,236 25
Accounts payable, . ... ..., $2,166 68
Accounts receivable, . ... ...... ... .. ... 1,212 90

Balamee .. ..o i e e $958 78

Net résourees. ....ovvviiiinnniiiiinaenns $2,238 47

. Elder A. O. Tait, the corresponding secretary of
the Association, gave the following report of the
work done since the last anmmal meeting: —

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT.

We are glad to report that our Association has
enjoyed great prosperity since our last meeting, and
realizing the value of time during this Conference,
we will only take time to give a very brief outline of
what has been done.

Circulation of Literature—We have circulated 12,-
165,352 pages of literature. In the circulating of
this literature we would not neglect to mention

that tha varione State tract anecistied have renderead
Lhad L varigus Sualf LYACL S0CIoUVIC: Qave rénacered

valuable assistance, and many of the States have
distributed all the literature within their limits; the
Association, as far as possible, confining ifs work to
territory outside of organized tract societies, and fo
places where the tract societies are not of themselves
sufficiently strong to do the work needed.

Of the various publications that the Association
publishes at the present time, we note that the
demand has been such that it has been necessary
for us to print 75000 of one kind; 140,000 of an-
other, and 215,000 of another; this, in addition to
many. other publications in editions of 10,000 to
30,000 copies. At the meeting of the American
Sabbath Union, which is supposed io have all the
churches in the country back of it, they made their
boast of having circulated 100,000 of one of their
documents containing fwenty pages. And the fact
that our literature iz so much more extensively
cirenlated than theirs, iz {0 them a constant source
of wonder. “Why,” said one of their prominent
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workers, * these Adventists’ leaflets just come down
like snow wherever we go.” And by the way
our religious liberty literature is recognized every-
where ag coming from the Adventists, and we take
no pains whatever to conceal the fact, but rather et
it stand out prominently in our work, because we
strongly believe that the third angel’s message alone
is carrying to the world to-day, the true principles
of religicus liberty.

Cireulation of Petitions.— When the question of clos-
ing the World’s Fair on Sunday was raised in Con-
gress, the Association at once went to work to secure
as large a number of petitions as possible, opposing
any form of religious legislation. Brother Moon also
went to Washington to bring the principles of re-
ligious liberty before the Congressmen there, while
these petitions were coming in. He will report for
himself ag to the work accomplished.

Literature to Congressmen and Editors, — Realizing
_ the influence that our literature has upon the minds
of congressmen and other leading men, we have gent
“ American State Papers” to a number of the lead-
ing journals in the various States of the Union. In
territory where the tract societies were strong enough
to do this work themselves, they have willingly met
the expenses, the Assoclation doing the work of
"sending out the books and conducting the corre-
-spondence in connection therewith. Some of the
papers to whom -these books were sent gave clear
indications in their editorial columns that they were
carefully read.

An instanece of the influence of this literature
might be furnished in the case of an editor of a lead-
ing Western paper, who called one of our representa-
tives into his office one day, stating to him that he
had been carefully searching for the fourth com-
mandrment, and wished to know where it could be
found in the Bible. The brother readily turned to
the passage and read it to him, but hesaid, “1 want
to know where the fourth commandment is in the
New Testament.” He gave him an explanation of
this matter, and furnished him with a supply of
literature, and was very much rejoiced the next day
to find a leading editorial in the paper, denouncing
all forms of religious legislation, in language that
was copled almost bodily from our literature. In a
ntmber of instances tracts that we have seni out
have been copied almost verbatim, sometimes as edi-
torials, and at other times as leading articles with
flaming head lines.

_ In addition to this work of sending “State Papers”

to the editors, we also gent a copy of “ In the Chain
Gang” to all of the 19,000 editors in the United
States, as well ag a sample copy of the dmerican Sen-
tinel. With this “ Chain Gang > tract we enclosed a
circular, and received many very favorable replies

to the same. We also received some that were notso
favorable, stating that those Seventh-day Advent-
ists in Tennessee were being rightly treated. The
publication, * Rehglous Intolerance in the Republie,”
which is very familiar 1o us all, was written by Mr. .
Flower, the editor of the Arena, upon receiving our
comamunication containing ¢ The Chain Gang * tract.
He said in a letter to Brother Coleord, that when he
received that tract and knew that such things were
going on in our Republic, “he was compelled to
write as be did; that he could not help it.”

We have also furnished the dmerican Sentinel to
the miembers of Congress during its present and pre-
ceding gession, and have just completed the distribu-
tion of a copy each of “ American State Papers”
and the “Two Republics ¥ to the members of our Na-
tional Legislature.

Literature to Minssters—— We have sent No. 1 and
No. 2 of the Religious Liberty Library to the 2,414
Lutheran ministers in the United States; No. 2 to
the 705 Universalist ministers; No.1and No. 2 to the
22,000 Baptist ministers; and Nos. 1,2, and 3 to
all the lawyers and judges, as well as newspaper
editors, in Tennessee.

Work in Tennessee»—One of the most mterestmg
lines of work during the past year has been the cir-
culating of literature in Tennessee, and the light that
has been shed upon the cause of religiouns liberty,
through the influence of the trials of our brethren in
that State, is already quite familiar to usall. Thou-
sands of pages of our literature have been circulated
in that field, and it is having its effect. But others
will speak more particularly of this.

Special Agents—During the last part of the year
just closed, the Association has felt the necessity of
having gome special agents to labor in some of the
large cities, as well as in other important fields,
Brother Reavis was chosen to assist the brethren in
Pennsylvania, where the National Reform movement
seerns to have its greatest strength, And Brother,
Wolf was chosen to conduct'the campaign of circu-
lating our literature in Tennessee especially, and in
the Southern field generally. We have been much
encouraged by the reports received from time fo
time from these brethren. But as they are here they
will speak for themselves.

“Religious Liberty Library”——The convenience of
circulating our literature in the form of a library be-
came so apparent to us during the past few months,
that we deemed it necessary to start such a monthly
publication. Five numbers have already been
igsued, and No. 6 is now being pushed through the
hands of the printer as rapidly as possible. We
have made no special effort to increase the list of reg-
ular subscribers to this publication, realizing that the
General Conference might have some important sug-



. TamE

322

" GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

gestions to make with reference to if; yet without
any special effort, the list of the Library at present
is 1,478, :

Circulation of Sentinels. — The American Sentinel, be-
ing the recognized organ of the Association, we
have taken a deep interest in its circulation. Dur-
ing the past year and a half we have made special
efforts several times to work up & large circulation of
a fow important numbers of this paper. The result
of these efforts exceeded our most hopelul expecta-
tions, 'The number of September 22 reached the
enormous circulation of a quarter of a million; but
knowing that permanent results eould not be accom-

plished in this way, we have heen working hard to

increase the permanent list of subscribers, and we are
glad to report that the publishers inform us that the
list has about doubled during the last eight months.
The circulation of the Sentinel the first of July was
down to about 9,000, it is now 18,000 and still going
up. The solidity of this growth in the circulation of
the Sentinel perhaps could not be better expressed
than in the words of Brother T. A. Kilgore. Ina
communication of February 7, he says:—

¥ All our subscriptions are of a solid growth. No mushrooms or

[P g,
vORY SL0LS.

It seems o us much more ke walking along ou the
good solid earth than what it did three Years ago at this $ime.
When I thiok of the first four months of the Sentinel here in New
York, it seems like I can compare 1t to but little else thap a bal-
loon. It puffed up in almost no time, and went down ker-chog.
‘“The State Societies went heavily in debt to send the paper
throughout their State for three months, but now they are on more
s0lid business footing and so arewe. The greater part. of the sub-
seriptions received are for a year. Of course, we have some for
three monthe, but as there is no premium offered for three mouths’
subacriptions, and only fen cents on a six months’ term, every-
bady soliciting orders pulls for the year. And that is what we

Throe manths is o skart time and thso narty repsivins the
L AMee MONULS 16 8 sLoIT WNe all Lol parly refeiviig iad

paper frequently takes no tnterest in it in that time; whereas, if it
comes to him regularly for six months or a year, he will begin to
feel an interest in it.”*

wWanu.

The plans for prosecuting this work were carefully
considered by a number of the leading brethren,
and we have been endeavoring to push them as vig-
orously as possible. Our methods, stated in a word,
have been to interest a large number of our brethren
and sisters who are not now particularly engaged in
any line of work, in going out among theiy friends and
neighbors to get them to subscribe for this important
periodical.

To give instruction as to how to do this work,
quite a large number of institutes have been held in
several different States. But concerning these in-
stitutes, those who have had practical experience in
the working of them will have something to say.
Only a few of the States, comparatively, have taken
hold of this work vigorously, but the results show
that the plan is a practical ome, and it should be

pushed with vigor. Our aim is to place the Sentinel
at a solid circulation of at least 100,000 copies.
These are the smallest figures that our consciences
will allow us to make, and how far they may go
beyond that, as the great issue involved in the ques-
tion of religions liberty is brought prominently
before the people, and our brethren and sisters be-
come aroused to the importance of the situation, it
is impossible for us to say.

Literature in other Languages— So far we have
translated but little of our literature into other lan-
guages. However, during the past term eight of our
smaller publications have been translated into the
Danish, and our literature is being called for, to
some extent, in other languages as well.

Books by Outside Authors.— The last year and a half
has been particularly marked by the number of
books that have appeared upon the Sunday question,
several of these being written by lawyers, upon the
legal aspects of the day. We are all acquainted

- with Mr. Ringgold and his writings upon this sub-

ject, and of the number who have written he seems
to be the only one who has taken the straight posi-
tion. A book about the size of Mr. Ringgold’s Faw
of Sunday was writien by My, Harris, eamnestly de-
fending the positions of Sunday law advocates. In
addition to theee, a number of pamphlets have ap-
peared. Thus we see that the minds of lawyers and’
other leading men in the country are being sufli-
ciently attracted to the importance of this question
to cause them to enter the arena to write upon it.

Leading Men Interested—Qur correspondence and
the circulation of our literature has brought us in
contact with a large number of leading men throngh-

onirths coanntre manv of whom have hepnme intor-
eutne couniry, many of wihom nave DeCcOme Inter

ested in our work, and are zealous defenders of the
cange we represent. We would not have time to
mention all of these cases, but cannot refrain from
telling you about a leading minister in the Lutheran
denomination, who lhias bécoree deeply interested in
reading and circulating our literature. When ke
attends thelr conferences he has a supply of Sentinels
and other religious liberty literature with him, and
takes particular pains to call the attention of his
brother ministers to this reading matter, and urges
themw to carefully read it. He also writes for their
denominational papers, reviewing our books and
making favorable mention of the Sentinel. Being a
leading man in his denomination and having access
to their papers and coming constantly in contact
with their leading ministers, the influence of our
literature through him is thus widely extended.

Our Finances— A little study of our financial re-
port might not be [unprofitable. We find that for
the year ending June 30, 1841, we received i~
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AnDual AUES.. o ivi i ey es $1,310.00
Membershipfees, .......oeviiiiiininin vriinanns 1,205.00
Dopatfons ,.ouiieinin ittt ittt ia i 338.14

As ourfinancial report covers a year and a half we
herewith give the sums received on the above items
for the year ending June 30, 1892:—

ANl dles. .o vvn it cm it eae e $2,072.00
Memberships. .. .. et Ceeeaees e eae. 1,615.00
Donmations.... . ..oivs tiiiiiiii it e 1,087.92

For the last half of 1892 we received as follows:—

Anpual Gues.. oo i e $2,161.00
Memberships..ee iivesvesnsciverns marnsnneinenas 913,00
Donations. ... it e . 3,041.47

Thus you will see that for the year ending June
30, 1891, we received only 2 little more than half as
much’ as we received for the year ending June 30,
1892, while for the last half of the year 1892 we have
received $1,340.556 more than for the whole of the
previous fiscal year,

The membership of our Associafion at the present
time i3 5579.

Letters Written, — Tn prosecuting this work we have
written 9396 pages of personal letters, in addition to
thowsands of cireulars.

We desire to express our appreciation of the re-
gponses that our brethren have given to our com-
munications, and the readiness with which they
have entered into the plans proposed. And the
work thus accomplished could not have been done
if the blessing of the Master had not been upon it
all the way through, and if our brethren and sisters
throughout the entire length and breadth of the
land had not given us their ready and earnest co-
operation.

Following these reports remarks were made by
Hlder A. J. Breed, D. W. Reavis, Elders M. €. Wil-
cox, A, T. Jones, G. A. Trwin, and E. J. Hibbard, in
regard to the work in this line in the several lo-
ealities which they represented and in which they
had been laboring. Elder Breed reported how a
Seventh-day Adventist sister in 8t. Paul had a notice
served on her not long ago for hanging out her wash-
ing on Sunday, threatening her with prosecution if
she did go again. He further stated that a bill had
within the last few days been introduced into the
~ Minnesota legislature to make the penalty for violat-
ing the Sunday law $100 fine or ninety days in jail,
or both, and very fittingly observed that the same
intolerant spirit which exists in Tennessee also exists
in Minnesota.

Brother Reavis gave a brief account of his work in
Pittsburg,

Elder A. T. Jones, after relating some experiences
and recent labors, spoke in regard to the origingl in-

tention and object of the Association, eoncerning

.which matter he was competent to speak, ag he was

one of those who helped formulate the declaration of
principles, and assisted in starting the organization.
He remarked that its work was the work ofthe third
angel’s message, that the organization was a Seventh-
day Adventist organization, and that those who
thought efforts in this line too much like engaging in
politics did not understand the real nature of the
work.

Elder Irwin spoke encouragingly, explaining the
importance of our people becoming more familiar
with the fundamental principles underlying this
subject. p

Brother W. A. Colcord called attention to what
Sister White had said in regard to the matter of or-
ganization, ag found on page 21 of the Buriery, fop
of second column, and remarked that the work and
not the organization should be the important thing,
but that there should be enough organization in this
line to do the work, the same as with the Sabbath-
school and Tract Society lines of work.

The following Committees were appointed . —

On Nominations— A. J. Breed, O. A.Olsen, W. B.

White.

On  Resolutions— A. Q. Tait, A, T. Jones, C. Eld-
ridge, W. A. Coleord, A. F. Ballenger.

Just before cloging, opportunity was given for
joining the Association and the payment of annual
dues. $38 was received in this way.

THE PERSECUTIONS IN TENNESSEE.

A. F. BALLENGER.

“ And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and
went to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ.” .

The time is not far distant when we will not all
gather here to listen to the story of persecution,—
we will not have time. However, I have been re-
quested to narrate the recent persecutions in Tennes-
see, and trust that their narration will be of ingerest
and profit to us all. The story is short, but there
are gome incidents connected with the recent trials
that are Interesting, and I will refer to them briefly.

By way of introduction, I will briefly narrate the
history of the persecufions in Tennessee. Some of
vou have not been in this country, and therefore
have not been posted with refarence to thege perse~
cutions. Again, it will serve to show that they are
not ephemeral — something that has sprung up to
continue for a day or two—but that they are a
studied and continued effort to persecute the rem-

nant people of God.
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As early as 1886, we have the imprisonment of
W, Dorteh, the father of W, Dortch who was on
trial at this term of the court, W. H, Parker and
Jas. Stem. These three brethren Were incarcerated
in the Parisjail for two months, in the surnmer of
1886. Our camp-meefing was held at Paris the
game year, and the gheriff accompanied the brethren
from the jail every morning to the camp-ground,
stayed with them in the same seat through the serv-
ices, and at night returned with them to the jail
Elder Farngworth spoke one Sunday evening on the
subject of the United States in prophecy, and when
he came fo the point where this govermment was fo
become a persecuting power, hie pointed to these
three roen before him in the custody of the sheriff;
and it made a deep impression, not only upon our
people, but strangers were affected, and even the
sheriff himself sat there and wept duoring the dis-
course. :

Following this, we have the case of Brother R. M.
King which, I think began in the year 1889. He
was  first brought before the miagistrate and fined
43 and costs, amounting to $12.85, for doing farm
work on Sunday. This fine he paid. He was then

andigtad haforathe Gyrand-Trrorin Ohisn Oa for warl
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ing upon thissame Sunday and other Sundays. The
cage was tried, and he was found guilty, and fined
$75 and costs. The case was then appealed to the Su-
preme court of the State of Tennessee,-and the decis-
ion was there affirmed. The case was next appealed
to the United States Circuif court, and again the decis-
ion of the lower courts was sustained. The case
was next appealed fo the United States Court, and it
was on the docket when Brother King died, thus
bringing the case fo an end. During the time the
case was being tried in the Coutts, there was liféle or
no persecution, as the people were awaifing the re-
sulis of this case; but, when it wag finally learned
that the United States Circuit Court had decided
againgt him, and that he had died before the United
States Supreme Court could review the decision of
the lower Courts, persecution began again.
I might, however, notice the conmection of the
" churches of Tennessee with this case of prosecution.
When thé case came before the Supreme Court of
the Sfate of Tennessee, the prosecuting aftorney
failed to appear, and was telegraphed for, but he
failed to come. The governor of the State was tele-
graphed that the case was pending. The Ministerial

Association of the city of Memphis, Tenn., hearing"

of this, hastily called a meeting and passed resolu-
tions at that meeting to employ counsel to prosecute
Brother King. There seems fo me to he a provi-
dence in the death of our brother, and I might note it
here. If the case had gone before the Supreme
Court of the United States, and been decided against

us, those who were longing to prosecute us would
have seen in it the endorsement of the Federal Court
and would have brought the severest persecutions
upon us, not only in Tennessee, but elsewhere, But,
Brother King's death brought the case fo an end.
And we have gince learned, by decisions of the
United States Supreme Court, what would have been
the action of that Court, had they reviewed the case.
We have therefore saved the money that we would
have invested in an appeal, and we have also saved
persecutions that would have doubtless followed, if
the case had been decided against us at that time.
Following this four more of our brethren, this-
time in Henry Co., were indicted. They were J. H.
Dortch, J. Moon, 8. M. Lowry, Jas. Stem and W. D.
Ward. The first four were convicted. They em-
ployed no lawyers, believing that it was of no use,
and believing the scriptures where the Lord prom-
ises to speak through his people when they are
brought before magistrates. They appeared for
themselves, and they were convicted; refusing to
pay their fines, they were placed in the prison
there at Paris. The people soon got tired of board-
ing them in the Paris jail, and so, an affort was
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law was resurrected, by which fthey discovered that
the Paris jail was a county work-house; then our
brethren were placed in the chain-gang and worked,
but only for a few days, as their time had nearly
expired. I think three of them were in jail over
the Sabbath, and an effort was made to work them
on the Sabbath, and a resolution to that effect
passed the board, but the sheriff refused fo act in
the matter; he said: “Gentlemen, if you undertake
t0 work these men on Saturday, I will have noth-
ing whatever to do with the matter,” and his earnest
effort in their behalf saved them from the experience
of an attempt to force them to work on the Sabbath.
They were then told that it would go harder with
them if they persisted; and so, when they came fo
trial this time, not only the jail and the chain-gang
stared them in the face, but also the possibility that
the severest punishment might be inflicted to com-
pel them to work on the Sabbath; but, they did not
fiinch.

It was my privilege to attend the institute in
Springville, Tenn., just before these brethren came
to trial, and to witness their confidence in the Lord.
I have seen them get up in the midst of a discourse,
and stop the speaker and say: “I kmow now what
religious liberty really is, and with this liberty,
which I now enjoy, I can be just as free inside the
Paris jail as I can 2% home with my family.”

During the time that intervened between the trials
of the brethren—the last persecufions,—and these
recent arrests, the National Religious Liberty Asso-
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ciation sent from its office more than 300,000 pages
of literature to the State of Tennesses, direct to minis-
“ters; almost an equal amount has been shipped to
‘Tennessee, and distributed by other methods. After
the Springville meeting, those of our brethren who
did not go out to canvass in distant parts of the
State, mounted their horses, filled their saddle-bags
ayith religions liberty literature, and went all over
that county, leaving this literature and these pamph-
lets in the homes of the people.

Paris was also canvassed just before the trial;
every lawyer in Tennessee has had “ Due Process of
Law and Divine Right of Dissent,” “ Religions Intol-
erance in the Republic.” Every newspaper in Ten-
nessee has had the tract, “In the Chain-gang for
Consgeience’s sake,” *“ Due Process of Law and Divine
Right of Dissent,” and “ Religicus Intolerance in the
Republic.” Every Baptist minister in Tennessee
has had the same, every Luntheran minister, every
‘Unitarian minisier, has had the same maiter, and I
believe it has had a great effect. [Voice: “ Did not
the Attorney-General ask them if they had been
“affected by the literature that had been distributed
in Tennessee? '] Yes, they questioned the withesses,
and also the jury on that point.

Not only did they attempt to get the men this
time, but they attempted to indict-women, and agked
‘the boys who were before the grand jury whether
they had seen their sisters or mothers working on
Sunday,

The 'nrnqp(‘nh'no‘ nf{'nrnr-\v said that fhpv

proposed to arrest every man, woman, and child of
the Seventh-day Adventists, if it became necessary
in order to put a stop to this work on Sunday.

I read you now a copy of the indictment : —

BrarE o7 TENNRSSEE,

i iy }Ozrcuiz Court, September Term, A. D. 1892,

The Grand Jurors of the 8tate of Tennessee, elected, impaneled,
sworn and charged to inquire of and for the body of the County
of Henry, in the State aforesaid, mpon their oath, find that Billy
Dorteh, Iate of said County, labored heretofore, to wit : on the

eighteenth day of September 1892, that day being Sunday, and di-

vers other Bundays next before that date, and np to the taking of
this inquisition, in the County of Henry aforesaid, then and there
anlawfully, openly, publicly, notoriously and unnecessarily did en-
gage in his secular business, and did perform and follow his com-
moxn avocations of life on Sundays, by workinmg on the farm,
ploughing, harrowing, hoeing, pulling fodder and doing various
and divers others kinds of work on Sundays. said work not being
necessary or a matter of charity, and it was and it is to the great
annoyance and disturbance of the people, to the evil example of
society, predjudicial to public morals, and a publie nuisance to the
citizens of the County, and apainst the peace and dignity of the
State. J. W.LEewrs, ATT'y. GBN.
Aond the Graod Jury aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do
further present that said Billy Dorteh on the day and dates afore-
said, in the State and County aforesaid, znd in the manner and
form aforesaid, was guilty of a nuisance, by said workings on Sun-
days to the prejudice of soctety and against the peace and digni-
ty of the State. J. W, Lewis, Arry. GEN.

The following persons were indicted, in accordance
with this indictment just read, Wm. Dortch, T. T,
Dortch, J. H. Dortch, W. D. Ward, 8 W. Lowry,
Jas, Stem, Drew Fitch, Bollman, Finch,
J. Fitch, Joe Parker, Wilson, Frank Stem,
Moon (no name attached), Jim Parker, and
many other parties awhose names to the jury are unknown. .

Brother Phippeny and I arrived at Paris at 4
o’clock Monday morning, and met Mr. J.T. Ring-
gold of Baltimore, and our indicted brethren at the
10 o'clock train, and introduced Mr, Ringgold to
them. A local reporter telegraphed through the county
that 300 Seyenth-day Adventists had arrived from
Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois, and were swarm-
ing the hotels and court room, waiting for the trials
of their brethren.

We gathered in a room in the hotel to talk over
the situation, and Mr. Ringgold was surprised to
find the brethren so perfectly willing to go to jail or
into the chain-gang if this proved to be the result of
their trials. Afterwards, he remarked to me: “1
have never had clients before who were willing that
T shonld win or lose their cases; who were perfectly
satisfied to have their cases go either for or against
them.” We explained to Mr. Ringgold that we had
decided to employ no more lawyers in the cages, but
had hoped that the Tord would put it into the heart
of gome lawyer to interest himself in these persecun-
tions, in which case the work would be done from a
love of the principle inveolyed and not from mercen-
ary motives. We frankly told him that we believed
that the Lord was using him in this way, and while
he in his humility diselaimed such an exalted mis-
gion, he expressed himeelf anxious to defend our
brethren to the best of his ability.

[Voice: “How did it happen to do that?”] It
came abont in this way. He wrote a book on the
subject of Sunday laws, and camé out on the right
side of the guestion. Brother Tait learned that such
a book was published and wrote to Mr. Ringgold for
a copy, and that was the commencement of the in-
terest that Mr. Ringgold has maintained toward the
Seventh-day Adventists, and of their interest in him.
When he learned of the recent persecutions he
offered to plead their case without charge. Mr. Ring-
gold requested us to engage a local attorney to aid
him in the peculiar law practice of Tennessee, Bo
we employed Mr. W. L. Carter of the place, who,
while justice of the peace, refused to hear the Sunday
cases against the Seventh-day Adventists,

Tt ‘was discovered by our lawyers that great care-
lessness had been exercised in drawing up the legal
papers in connection with indictments against our
brethren, and all but two of our brethren escaped on
technicalities, 4. ¢, the indictrments were gquashed.
Let me give you an idea of the way the law-abiding
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citizens of Tennessee undertook to persecute Seventh-
day Adventists whom they declare are a lawless
people.

The order of the grand jury was to prosecute W.
D. Ward. Instead of this, the indictment was made
againgt W. G. Ward. Again, J. F. Finch wag in-
dicted, while the order for prosecution was——Finch.
Again J. A, Wilson was indicted, but the orderfor ar-
rest called——Wilson, and on this order to prosecute
—Wilson, J. A. Wilson and Chas. Wilson were arres-
ted. Then under the expression, “ many other parties
whose names to the jury are unknown ” Harry Ward
and Rufus Ward were arrested. Under this method

- of wholesale indictment the way was open, as Mr.
Ringgold remarked to the Conrt, for the prosecution
to throw out a drag net and haunl in the whole
county.

But this was according to the order of the grand
jury, which sgaid to his Honor, Judge W. H. Swig-
gart, “ We feel that the said parties should be prose-
cuted.” Yet in view of this order for wholesale
prosecution, the grand_jury themselves gaid, “ No
one will appear as prosecutor,” and therefore the
judge was asked to appoint a prosecutor. No one
spoke against them ‘‘save concerning the law of
their God,” and no witness was found to testify
against them. So there were subpeenaed against
W. D. Ward as witnesses his sons Rufus and Harry,
and these sons had against them J. F. Finch, Tom
Ward, and their father, and were sumamoned as wit-
nesses againgt each other J. F. Finch had against
him, Rufus Ward, Harry Ward Jameg Finch, and
Lea Finch; John Wilson had against him W. C.
Lowry, his two sons, Otto and Charles, and Joe

Parker. I might mention right here that Rufus
Wavd Aane ~F the Aafimdonts an I |

FY QLU VLG Ul VOIT UWCLISLEUA LR aud VVhU aP}JUMULl as
witness in geveral of the cases, but afew months ago,
was a wild bay, caring nothing for any day, Work-
ing or playing on any day ke chose, but as soon as
he became a member of the Springville church, he
was indicted. Billy Dorteh had against him when
he came to trial, his brother, J. H. Dortch, his little
.son, Ambrose Dortch, ten years old, and his neigh-
bors’ boys, Jack Conyers and Willie Hastings, be-
sides Joe Parker and Frank Stem.. The two latter
were, however, absent.

When the cases came to trial, the court room was

packed with spectators. For several days previous
a murder trial had been in progress, but it was no-
ticeable that it did not create near the interest that
these trials of our brethren did.

At the last trial before this the prosecution had
prepared for a fight,.but when they discovered that
our brethren had no counsel, the wind was com-
pletely taken out of their sails. It was asevere shock
to them. But at this trial they did not expect that

our hrethren would appear with counsel, and hence
the indictments were drawn up recklessly; but our
attorneys put on their legal spectacles and diseovered
that the indictments were worthless. This was an-
other great shock to the prosecution. Then of
course they thought we would have no friends; but
there sat behind our counsel Ex-Senator Tolley
and Ex-Governor Porter. The prosecuting attorney
was very much depressed when he found that Ex-
Governor Porter was against him, as he is one of his
warmest political friends.

[Voice:—* How did the Governor happen to be
there?”] We had invited ex-Senator Tolley to be
present and witness with his own eyes the trials of
our brethren, He had been very much interested in
these cages, and has read the Sentinel for four years.
The Sentinel was sent 10 him when he was in the
Senate, and after his term expired, he subscribed for
it, and in a letter just received from him, he says
he cannot get along without it. On his arrival at
Paris, he called on his old political friend, ex-Gov-
ernor Porter, and told bim of the trials just about to
come off. As a result of this conversation, the
governor declared his willingness to appear for the
defendants without remuneration.

When the case of William Dortch came up for
{rial, among the witnesses who went up to be sworn
was little Ambrose Dortch, only ten years old. The
judge spied him out, and asked the progecuting
attorney if that little boy had been summoned as a
witness. The attorney, who evidently had not
expected so many distinguished spectators to wit-
ness these medisval persecutions, appeared ashamed
and said he did not care o have him be sworn, that
he could step aside. Mr. Ringgeld and Mr. Carter
arose and stated that he was summoned as a wit-
ness, to which Mr. Lewis made no reply. Silence
was golden. The little boy took his seat, inasmuch
as the prosecuting attorney had no use for bim.

Two of the neighbors’ boys were put on the stand,
and testified o having seen the defendant working
in his garden on Sunday. Brother Win. Dortch is a.
singing teacher. These men had gone to the church
expecting to find him there, but not finding him,
they rode down to his house, where they found him
at work in his garden. The bovs had probably
unintentionally nientioned the fact to others, and
from this were forced unwillingly to testify apainst
their neighbor. These two were the only witnesses.
outside of the Seventh-day Adventist church whom
the State brought against our people. A rather
amusing incident occurred during the guestioning
of the witness by the prosecution. The attorney
questioned with the view of bringing out the fact
that the work was done near a church on Sunday.
Mr. Ringgold, who was listening intently, heard a.

P T
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low remark by the witness, and immediately inter-
rupted with the query, “ You said that was near a
<church, did n’t you?” “¥Yes” “What church was
it?” “The Seventh-day Adventist.” Tuarning to
the judge, Mr, Ringgold remarked, “T wished sim-
ply to bring out the fact, your Honor, that it was guwr
chuareh near which the defendant was working,”
The next witness was John Dorteh, brother of the
defendant. He testified to having seen him pile
<hunks in his back field. And, by the way, not a
man on trial lived on the public road, and their
farms could be reached only by means of private

roads. When the prosecuting attorney discovered

that he could make no case against the defendants,
he called for Ambrose Dortch, the little boy, again.
After questioning him regarding the nature of an
oath the judge said he would regard him incom-
petent to testify, and that he might stand aside.
The liitle fellow, who, by the way, was bright and
smiling, stepped back and took a seat on his uncle’s
knee. This incident had. the effect to bring out the
true persecuting nature of these prosecutions as noth-
ing else could. Think of a child being ordered by
the State to testify that the work of his father dis-
turbed him to the extent of constituting a public
nuisance

The witnesses having been disposed of, the speech
of the prosecution was in order. You understand
‘that the prosecubion has the opening and closing
The prosecuting attorney, however, re-
marked to the judge that he had nothing to say, that
the case might go té the counsel for ‘the defendants.

 Mr. Ringgold then presented a series of reports to the

judge for instruction to the jury, and was followed
by Mr. Carter. My Carter made a very pertinent
allogion to the real spirit of the case, that iz with
reference to the point of disturbance. He said:
“ These men have distyrbed no man by their work.
No man hag been found io testify to a disturbance.
My friend here, the attorney general, has his horse
hitched np and is driven to the station on Sunday,
and it disturbs no one. And even his Honor, when
he came to this place to hold court, remained at
home with his family until the last moment, and
then took the train on Sunday. Tt was not held as
a disturbance to anyone.”

At this point the judge was seen to wince a little,
Notwithstanding all this, the prosecuting attorney
made & frantic effort to convict these men, e un-
dertook to grow eloquent about the morality of the
people of Tennessee, and how the Sabbath must be
maintained, and that according to Holy Writ, ete.
But when he struck Holy Writ, Mr. Ringgold was
on his feet in an instant, and said, “ Your Honor, I
object. Holy Writ does not come into this case, It
ig a civil trial, and these men are indicted for'a

civil offense.” The Judge sustained the objection,
and for the first time in the history of the trials of
our people in Tennessee the cases were removed from
a religious to a civil basis.

At the cloge of the attorney’s appeal, courf ad-
journed for one hour for dinner. Imreediately after
the judge’s charge to the jury after court had again
convened, and before the jury had left their geats,
the prosecuting aitorney arose and remarked, “If
your Honor please, the State confesses a verdict of
not guilty” The judge immediately remarked,
“ Gentlemen of the jury, with your consentI will en-
ter a verdict of not guilty.,” The jury nodded as-
sent, and the trial of Wr. Dortch was at an end.
He was too late, however, in confessing a verdict of
not guilty, for the spectators plainly saw that he ex-
hausted all his sources of evidence in the attempt to |
convict. I might mention one interesting point with
reference to these cases. Inasmuch ag all but two of
the witnesses were Seventh-day Adventists, they
will draw out of the county funds for witness fees
about eighty-five dollars. Mr. Ringgold, in corn-
menting npon this feature at the dinner table in the
presence of a number of lawyers and others remarked
jocularly that the people of Tennessee ought to be
indicted as a nuisance for furnishing money in this
way to the Seventh-day Adventisis for the support
of their work,

Before passing further I will say that the case of
Tom Dortch was postponed till the next term of
court. The Prosecnting Attorney knowing that this
case would go as the others had, if it came to trial at
that time, and realizing that the whole community
was looking to him to sustain the Tennessee Sab-
bath, pleaded a continnance. He claimed that he had
witnesses by whom he ecould prove the point of dis-
turbance. It wasg shown to him and to the Court by
Mr, Carter and Mr. Ringgold that these very wit-
nesses were members of otir chureh, and that it was
not at all probable that he could prove his point;
but as there was the merest hope that he could win
the cage by securing additional evidence and as he
strongly desired the postponement, the Judge
granted a continuance.

To show you that there is a division of opinion in
Tennessee touching these prosecutions, I will here
read two newspaper extracts. The first is from an
editorial in the News Banner, of Troyy Tenn.: —

‘ Henry County, in Judge Swiggart’s jurisdiction has an enor-
mous. nest of Seventh-day. Adventists in it. The Grand Jury has
indicted eleven men for plowing boeing and hauling on Sunday, in
other words following their ordinary occupation on 8unday, In
nearly every case these Adventisisare as buil-headed-as they are ig-
norant, A large, rich and well organized band of northern Sunday
1aw-breakers are at the beels of these ignorant Henry County peo-
ple egging and hissing them on-—algo farnishing them money.
A1l this is done under the guise that religious Hberty is assailed in
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Tennassee. Thig organized band of Northern agitators claim to be
far ghead of the rest of the world in understanding what consti-
tutes ecivil and refigious liberty. They send ont thousands of
pamphlets each week and send them broadeast all over the Umted
Btates. The substance of all their statements and printing is that
there ought to be no National or State observance of Sunday and
that it is a cruel, barbarous, outragecus violation of national re-
ligion and civil rights to prevent a man from working on Sunday.
If they had their way, and Sunday blotted oui, we think Christi-
anity would be subverted.

“Many newspapers, north sznd south, have besn fricked into
defending these Advent rascals. Not only are they guilty of blas-
phemy worse than devilish, but they are worse than the foul-
mouthed anarchists who believe in the total disraption and annihi-
lation of all law. The law of Tennessee specifically and definitely
says, You must not work on Sunday. ' Yet these infamous anarch-
istic law-breakers advise people fo override the law, ignore their
Btate statutes, defy their courts, and set up their own private and
individnal preferences as against the system of socely under whieh
they live. Judge Swiggart will forfeit bis right to respeet and
esteemn of this judicial district if he does not visit the extreme
penalty of the law on these grand raseals who thus with undashed
boldness flaunt defiance in the teeth of our judicial system.

“ A severe and terrible lessom ought to be given there 20 that
those who have in mind to brezk the law might be deterred. . . .
But these ignorant Henry County people are more deluded than
bad. The real eriminals, the propagandists or sowers of bad seed
that need hanging are the pamphleteers known as the National Re-
ligious Libetty Associations. The trath ts the works and the fruits
of this anarchistic association show that it is a cunning, a deep laid
scheme to do away with all religion, and the law, and all society.
Judge Swiggart must either penitentiary or hang these Henry
County men or make them obey the law, and if he ever catches
any of the memhers of the National Religious Association in Ten-
nessee he ghould either hang or penitentiary said Liberty Associa-
tion man.”

Here is the other side. It is but fair {o state that
there are pood people in Tennessee who love liberty,
and this is not by any means the sentiment of all the
people of Tennessee. Iere is an interview with Ex-
Governor Porter which appeared in several of the
leading dailies of the South.

My consent to take part in defending these cases is not baged
upon any sympathy with the peculiar tenets of the denomination
to which these defendants belong, but is simply due to wmy desire to
vindicate the rights and liberties of all citizens of our Stute. I
believe that the action of our eotrts with reference to this guestion
of compuisory Sunday idleness has hitherto been in contravention
of the principles of American liberty as well as contrary to the ex-
pressed provision of the Constitution of our State according 1o my
eonstraction of it in regard to religious equality, and T am gratified
to have the opportunity of doing what I can to reverse that action
in the lnterests of humanity and of true liberty as I understand it.

‘¥ have always ugderstood that these people are peacesble and
law-abiding chizens, and I have yetto learn that the acts for which
they are indicted have injured or incommoded their fellow-citizens
in any way or interfered in the slightest with any snbstantial rights
of others.

“Regarding them as I do as the representatives of 2 greab pring-
ple, apart aliogether from the religlous aspeets of their belief or
their conduct, I have no hesttancy in saying that I sincerely hope
that they will successfully emerge from their present legal diffi-
calty.”? )

I will also read you portions of an interview with
Mr. Ringpold, which also appears in several South-
ern papers. I read from the Nushwille dwerican of
February 3: —

“ Mr. Ringgold said, ‘I euppose you want me to tell you how I
came to be here, and what I expect to do. 1 have taken consider-
able interest for a number of years in the Supdazy law quest.ioi:,
and through a work on that subject which I recently wrote I be-
eame acyuainied with the National Liberty Association, which I
found to be composed largely of Seventh-day Adventisis. As the
asgoeiation and myself had & warm joint interest in the cause of
religious liberty, we have ever since been in corrdspondence.
When I learned of the proceedings against the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in this country, which are similar to those to which our
Hebrew fellow-citizens are oceasionally subjected to in Maryland, 1
at onee wrote to the Secrefary of the National Religious Liberty
Association, stating that if T could be of any service whatever in
defending these men, it would give me pleasure to volunteer my
time and labor in the good eamse. My proposition was accepted,
and that is how I happen to be on the ground.” You will under-
stand, {herefore, that my coneern in the matter is by no means
that of mere counsel, but thai of a citizen who believes that there
is zn issue at stake in all such cases as these, irrespective alto-
gether of their results, so far as the individuals are concerned.
With this idea I have persuaded my friends to allow me every
legal resouree in their favor, and have associated myself with Mr.
W. L. Carter of your bar.”

“I understand from what you tell me, Mr. Ringpold, that you
are not yourself a member of the Seventh-day Adventist denomi-
nation???

“XNo,Tam not. 1 am a commanicant in the Episcopal Chureh,
but while my denomiration bas special religious services on Bun-
day, just as it has on Cbristmas dsy, Ash Wednesday, Good
Friday, Ascension Day, the forty days of Lent, and on mwmany
Baints’ days, I am not aware of anything in it$ doctrine or disci-
pline which efther requires or justifies the use of the police power
of the State to compet any one, sither within or oniside of its pals,
to observe a different line of conduct on SBunday or any other of
the days which it especially honors, from the lire of conduct which
he observes on any other day. This being the case, I understand
that T am as free to advocate the absolute egaality of sll religions
and of no religion before the civil law as iz a Seventh-day Advent-
ist. This is the cause in which I am so deeply interested, and this
interest is the eause of my being in Paris at the present.

“T want to state also that to my interest in the principle at
stake fhere has of Izte been added a daily incressing personal
interest in my clients. I have been for some time past studying
the peculiar doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventists, as well as
making acquaintanees among themr, and I do not hesitate to say
that I regard them as the most remarkable and interesting set of
people in the United States to-day.

“T have been fairly astounded hy the combination which I find
in them of intense zeal and absolute toleration, They have given
the lie to the philosophy of all ages, which has always been agreed
upon the proposition that toleration can omly co-exist with in-
difference. And they have done move than this. They have
elevated toleration frow a mild virtue of self-control to the posi-
tion of & leading and fundamental Christian duty. Incredible
as it may sound, they believe in and act upon the theory that
there can be no true religion without the absolute dlvorcement of
religious and civil influences. This is a doetrine which has never
before been enunciated since it was first given to the world by the
founder of Christianity — that is to say, never officially epnnciated
by any organizations, so far, at least, as I am aware,
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¢ There is another thing about these people which connects them
remarkably with the Christians of the first era, and distinguiches
them ss sharply a&s well as anvthing could do from the average
Christian of these days, This is their willingness to suffer for
opinion’s sake. Perhaps this contributes even more than their or-
derly, clezn and upright manner of Jife to make them valuable citi-
zens just now. They are history-makers just as were the firsd
Christian martyrs. It was by bringing out the rancor and eruelty
of the Roman Grovernment that the Christians destroyed pagan in-
tolerance. It cam oxmly be through such men as these Seventh-day
Adventists that the inhumanity, bigotry and unchristianity which
inspires all Sunday laws can be forced upon the attention of the
peopie of the United States. .

“1 believe that these men will ultimately prove the ingtruments
i')y which this survival of the union of Church and Btate will be
rooted out of every American commonwealth, and I will further
say, that if this should prove to be the case they will have done
more for the service of humanity and for the glory and welfare of
our country than the greatest philanthropist, statesman, or soldier
that ever lived. "I am far from atiaining to their standard of life,
and T do not profess to decide controverted points of docirine be-
tween them and other denofninations, 'but I am proud to be
pggociated with them in the humblest capacity in the falfillment
of this which I believe to be their mission. Men are rarer than
are geperally supposed, and these are men, and I am glad to be
among them.?

Only to-day I received a letter from Kx-Senator
Tolley stating that another eminent lawyer and
prominent politician had volunteered to.plead the
cases of our brethren before the Supreme Court of
Tennecgsee.

Brethren, the whole world is soon to Iock at us,
and what do we want them to see? We want them
to see Christ. The attention” of the world would
have been turned to us long ago if we had reflected
the life of Christ.

There is really as much genuine relipious liberty
in the State of Tennessee as there is in any other
part of the world. I know that from my own ex-
perience; for it was in anoak grove near Springville,
Tennessee, where 1 first learned what religious liberty
really is, and when that liherty came to my heart, 1
got a view of the third angel’s message and its futare
such as I never had before. :

1 recently witnessed the conversion of a soul, and
one of the first things that that person gave utterance
to after the first shout of victory was, “ Now L an not
afraid of any persecuting laws that man can make’”
Brethiren, let us everyone of us get that same experi-
euce, and have the spirit of religious liberty down:
deep in our hearts and then we will be ready to suff-
er for Christ’s sake, and then we will not only be
ready but we will be worthy to suffer.. Now we are-
not worthy. Buf when the Lord puts his power in
our heart then we will be prepared to suffer for his.
name, Then the world will behold in us the repre-
sentatives of the Lord, and all that will be saved will

turn to the Lord.






